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TAKELEY PARISH COUNCIL 

 

TPC RESPONSIBILITIES: 

AREA OF RESPONSIBILITY REMIT  COUNCILLOR(S) COUNCILLOR 
CHAIRMAN  Richard Cheetham 

VICE CHAIRMAN  Carol Pratt 

FINANCE COMMITTEE  Richard Cheetham, Carol Pratt, John 
Orpin 

PLANNING COMMITTEE Planning Applications, 
Stansted, Housing Policy 

Carol Pratt, Trevor Allen, Tricia Barber, 
John Orpin  

HIGHWAYS & TRANSPORT  Brian Baldwin & John Gregory 

SPORTS FIELD   Trevor Allen, John Gregory, 
 Alan Jones (Youth football project) 

RECREATION GROUND  John Green 

RIGHTS OF WAY/FOOTPATHS/LAND Rights of Way/Footpaths/Land, 
Tree Warden, Flitch Way 

Trevor Allen & John Green. 

MOLEHILL GREEN * Green, Hall & Community Carol Pratt 

POLICE LIAISON/PUBLIC SAFETY 
UPCC & NAB rep. 

 John Gregory & Trevor Allen 

PUBLICITY Notice Boards, Website, 
Newsletter, Grapevine, Press 

tbc 

PRIMARY CARE TRUST Health Care Policy tbc 

REGIONAL/NATIONAL POLICY  Geoff Bagnall 

PARISH PLAN  Carol Pratt  
 

*NOTE: Cllrs. Carol Pratt & Trevor Allen are trustees of Molehill Green Village Hall 

TPC REPRESENTATIVES: 

REPRESENTATIVE  COUNCILLOR/RESIDENTS 
Essex Assoc. of Local Councils  Cllrs Richard Cheetham, Carol Pratt 

Area Forums  Clr Tricia Barber 

Parish Passenger /Transport Gps  
Clr Brian Baldwin,  Clr John Gregory, 
Martin Peachey,  Phyllis Altham 

Priors Green Working Party  
Clrs Carol Pratt, Alan Jones, Geoff 
Bagnall, John Gregory 

Local Council Liaison Committee  Clrs Richard Cheetham, Carol Pratt 

Takeley Local History Society & School  Clr Trevor Allen 

Silver Jubilee Hall  Clr Trevor Allen 

All roles confirmed & agreed TPC Meeting May 2010 

DISTRICT & COUNTY COUNCILLORS 
REPRESENTATIVE COUNCILLOR 

District Councillors 

Cllr Jackie Cheetham Tel/Fax: (01279) 870706  

cllrcheetham@uttlesford.gov.uk 

Cllr Derek Jones Tel: (01279) 870870  

cllrdjones@uttlesford.gov.uk   

County Councillor Cllr Susan Barker Tel: (01245) 231250 Fax: (01245) 231810 
Cllr.Susan.Barker@essexcc.gov.uk 

 

This and back issues can be viewed on our website www.takeleypc.co.uk 

mailto:Cllrcheetham@uttlesford.gov.uk
http://www.takeleypc.co.uk/
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Editorial  
 

In which the editor takes up exercise, has 
problems with a polar bear and becomes 
extinct.  
 
I went to lunch with friends yesterday and was enjoying drifting gently off to 
sleep (de rigueur, don‘t y‘know, for proper grumpies of mature years) after 
the excellent meal when the drift of the conversation started to arouse 
feelings of slight guilt and, well, athletic inferiority in yours truly. That isn‘t to 
say that I was humiliated. Merely mildly discomfited. 
You see, the topic of conversation was exercise. 
Now my enthusiasm for sport is well known to all those who know me. I 
spent my entire time as a schoolboy devising elaborate strategies for the 
avoidance of sports. Latterly, when I was a teacher, I developed an almost 
supernatural ability to make it rain on games afternoons. Please don‘t ask 
how many chickens I sacrificed to achieve my ends as you might find the 
answer too fowl to contemplate. But I digress. Through a sleepy haze I 
could hear such horrors as aqua aerobics being discussed. I thought that 
the UN charter banned all forms of torture! But then, we seem to be having 
the Olympics….. 
At any rate, this effortful procedure 
seems to be a way of violently 
treading water until you eventually 
expire. How virtuous this sounded. 
It conjured up a vision of something 
from the Spanish inquisition or 
Edgar Allen Poe having a bad day. 
And then I had one of those flashes 
of sublime clarity, which are getting 
rarer these days. 
I think I shall patent my idea. 
Exercise With No Effort. You know, 
like those adverts where a chisel-
jawed millionaire promises you the 
secrets of becoming a millionaire in 
three weeks. Money back if not 
delighted. 
 
The reasoning goes thus: The astronauts on the international Space Station 
need to do a couple of hours exercise to make up for the fact that they are 
spending their time in zero gravity. In other words, two hours‘ furious 
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pedalling on an exercise bike 
equates to twenty-four hours at 
earth gravity. But hey, I spend all my 
time in earth gravity so, logically, I 
must be doing do two hours furious 
exercise every day without moving a 
muscle. 
Sloths of the world rejoice for your 
economy of effort has been 
scientifically validated and I‘m sure I 
feel fitter. 
My host was rather bemused when I 
put this thesis to him, but he 
humoured me. And that‘s another 
good thing about being an aged 
grumpy: people humour you. 
They humoured my grandfather 
once. One of my uncles took him to 
the toilet and having other things to 
attend to, forgot he was there until 
he was missed at the dinner table! 
Mind you, grandfather gained fame 

by emptying his chamber pot out of a car window when he was being driven 
down Oxford Street. All actions have their just rewards. 
 
Meanwhile, the year continues to unfold with indecent haste. Not so many 
years ago, we were pining nostalgically for white Christmases of childhood 
memory. No quite what was in my mind when, driving home a couple of 
nights ago, a glance at the outside 
temperature gauge told me that it was 
minus nine degrees! I could almost hear 
hungry wolves howling in the forest as I 
drove. Next morning, looked at the snow in 
the garden and it appeared to be criss-
crossed with polar bear tracks. And if they 
really did belong to next door‘s cat then it 
needs to go on a diet! As I slid and slithered 
my way from the house to the car and 
feebly attempted to de-ice the windscreen, I 
decided that youthful memories were 
definitely rose-tinted as far as winter goes! 
My blood was certainly nipped but I didn‘t come across Greasy Joan – or 
her pot, for that matter. In my opinion, winter is best enjoyed with a warm 
cuppa, looking out at it through double glazing. Still, soon it‘ll be too hot, I 
suppose. But complaining loudly is all part of the fun of being a grumpy. 
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But, however, I do have one particularly vivid memory of winter from my 
college days. It was brought back to life the other day when I was going 
through some pictures and came upon a reproduction by one of my student 
contemporaries. The picture goes by the simple title of ―Doing the Abbot‖. 
And it has an explanation to go with it: 

  

 

 

 

 

 

“Doing The Abbott (Dragged Home Drunk)” 
 

―This painting recalls one of Newland Park‘s legendary rituals, the infamous 
―Doing the Abbot.‖ The challenge was to walk to the nearby village of 
Chalfont St Giles and consume vast amounts of Abbot Ale. These 
memorable events usually coincided with the student‘s twenty first birthday, 
requiring a symbolic twenty one pints to be imbibed – one pint for every 
year of his life. The return to college had to be made on foot and was 
usually memorable! The few who survived this epic had difficulty in recalling 
their own name, let alone the way home. Participants were usually 
penniless and legless. It is reassuring to know that these valiant warriors 
ultimately qualified as professional teachers …..‖ The past really is another 
country. 

Twenty one pints?? The thought makes me shudder. We must have been 
made of stern stuff! 

And did I ever? My lips are sealed and I shall proclaim my innocence. 
Anyhow, now I‘m a grumpy you‘d never catch me behaving like that. I‘d be 
too busy writing letters of complaint to my MP!  

Vaguely on the same track of education, I find it hard to believe that the 
primary school in Roseacres is closing and moving to a new site. It seems 
only yesterday that we were moving into what was, then, a brand new 
school. 
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Time doesn‘t fly when you get older. It moves like a Star Fleet cruiser on 
warp drive, and memories get compressed into a surreal film show of 
disconnected images. And somehow, be it threats of runways, new housing 
developments, new education policies, et al and thus and thus, you‘ve seen 
it all before. You can say: ―Told you so‖ and wish that, against the odds, just 
one politician, economist or council apparatchik would open a history book 
occasionally. Just once, even. I wonder what will happen to the old building. 
More houses, one presumes? 

But change will – must – always happen. Well, that‘s what Mr Darwin said 
and on balance, I suspect that he has science on his side. The best that we 
can do is to note that change is happening and influence events in a 
positive way. Takeley has always been a good place to live in and will, I 
suspect, continue thus. But it will, inevitably be different. 

Which does not mean that I shall become less grumpy. Just the opposite.  

Therefore, I shall now go downstairs and drink twenty-one pints of tea. I 
shall then mount the stairs, unaided, to my couch of dreams. This will prove 
that I can still manage what I was able to do at the tender age of twenty. Or 
maybe not.   

And if you happen to hear a strange inarticulate howling noise in the middle 
of the night, it‘s probably a lost polar bear wandering round my garden 
trying to find a way out. Or it might be me falling over my wheelie bin. But 
that would be boring. Much too hard to bear. 

Night night. 

 

Paul Regeli, contributing editor 
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TAKELEY PARISH COUNCIL 

 
 

The following are extracts from the December, January & February Parish 
Council minutes, which can be viewed on the TPC website: www.takeleypc.co.uk 
 

Mr. Bob Muddle winner of Herts & Essex Community Award:  
Bob attended an awards ceremony at Hanbury Manor, Ware on 21/11/11 where 
he received an award and prize for his community work in Takeley. 
TPC authorised payment of the taxi cost (approx. £80 - the invoice is 
outstanding) to take him & 3 guests to the ceremony. 
TPC members are very pleased that Bob has received this recognition and 
thanked Mr. David Daykin for nominating him. Bob was delighted to receive the 
award. 
 

In January Mr. Martin Peachey addressed TPC members: 
The next STACC meeting is on the 25th January 2012. The agenda includes the 
issue of BAA owned homes in the community. BAA owns approximately 300 
homes in the vicinity of Stansted Airport acquired between 2004 and 2010. Since 
the G2 application was withdrawn there has been pressure on BAA to sell back 
the homes. So far only about 20 homes have been sold. 
Martin is requesting that: 
1. TPC representatives attend the next STACC meeting (25/1/12) 
2. TPC submits a question regarding the issues of BAA owned homes and the 

need to return them to the community. 
 

TPC agreed that the Council‘s current policy wholeheartedly supports the need 
for BAA homes to be returned to the community.TPC will be represented at the 
STACC meeting and will submit a question on this subject. 
 

In February Clr Carol Pratt reported that BAA has now confirmed that all 
homes/property will now be sold back to the community (including those within 
the G2 boundary).  There will be further review of progress in October. 
It has been announced that the Competition Commissioner has ruled that BAA 
must sell Stansted Airport.  
 

„Uttlesford Plan‟ (Potential housing development) consultation: 
Consultation open until 5th March. 
TPC granted an extension due to timing of next full Council meeting. 
The Planning Committee is reviewing the documents and will make 
recommendations to TPC on 7th March.  
 
Countryside Properties (14/12/11) outlined a proposal to submit a planning 
application to build 42 units on 1.37 hectares of land adj. Morrells Green/Cooks 
Hill.  
 

Mr. Robert McGowan is a farmer in Hatfield Broad Oak. He has acquired land to 
the south west of Takeley (Station Rd/B183 adj. Bonningtons). He has also 
spoken to RCCE & UDC Planning Officer re potential housing development. 

http://www.takeleypc.co.uk/
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Forming part of the Takeley community, the homes would be designed to meet 
the needs of the community with a range of homes designed for retirees, some 
affordable homes, some open market housing. The site would include 
recreational space and some community facility (possibilities include doctors 
surgery, hairdresser, physio etc).The plot of 26-27 acres is currently outside of 
development limits.  The next step is to progress meetings with UDC Planning 
Dept. 
TPC thanks Mr. McGowan and noted his address and suggested that Mr. 
McGowan keep in contact via the Planning Committee. 
 

TPC noted a report from the Planning Committee re a presentation re potential 

development in Takeley Street (approx 18 homes). 

 
TPC is not the Planning Authority and is therefore unable to determine the 
potential of any application. TPC will make formal comment as a consultee of any 
planning application submitted to UDC. 
 
 
Localism Act: 
TPC discussed the implications for TPC & agreed to appoint a working group 
from January 2012. The group will be required to understand and interpret the 
implications of the Act and provide advice and recommendations to TPC. 
TPC agreed that Clr Geoff Bagnall will lead the group and that all members will 
be invited to attend.  
 
Clr Geoff Bagnall reported on the first meeting 9/1/11: 
Actions required can be split into 2 parts: 
-Processes & procedures that need to be updated in line with Localism Act 
-Choosing actions that the Localism Act may help us achieve. 
 

MUST DO: 

Update and adopt the following (when definitive detail is received): 
-Code of Conduct 
-Standing Orders 
-Complaints Procedure 
-Register/declarations of Interests 
 
ACTIONS THAT THE LOCALISM ACT MAY HELP TO ACHIEVE: 

1.Station House purchase 
2.School House - does the community need this building? How to proceed? 
3.Right to approve or veto excessive council tax rises  - TPC to challenge 
4.Neighbourhood Plan -TPC (Planning Committee) to debate pros & cons & 

make recommendations (cost v protection for the future) 
5.Parliamentary Boundary change - TPC to challenge UDC/Govt  
6.Housing Policy -TPC to influence UDC Housing policy to fulfil local need. 
7. UDC Code of Conduct - TPC to make representation. A number of things 

should be in there - timings, deadlines etc 
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Donation request - Takeley Royal British Legion: 
TPC agreed a donation of £225 towards the cost of Christmas gifts/vouchers to 
qualifying local veterans/widows. 
 
Diamond Jubilee 2012: 
TPC discussed & agreed a strategy for preparing for QEII Jubilee celebrations in 
2012: 
- Provide a commemorative mug for all children of Takeley Primary School & Pre 

School (state funded). 500 mugs will be ordered. Approx. 300 required for 
schools. The remainder will be sold at cost. 

- Design & supplier tbc (£1250) 
- Provide bunting for community buildings (£250) – the Clerk will research a 

cheaper/generic  option (Union Jack (red/white/blue) 
- TPC agreed to provide a commemorative tree for the new school site (opening 

Sept. 2012) with a time capsule. Clr Allen will provide quotes for the January 
meeting. 

 

In February TPC received 2 presentations: 
-Takeley Community Group and Sports & Social Club 
- Paul and Pat Burnett (representing a group of local residents) 
Both provided details of the events they are planning over the Jubilee weekend. 
TPC principally support both these initiatives and will be happy to provide funding 
providing the 2 groups meet to ensure that the programme of events do not clash 
and will not detract from one another. 
TPC will review at March meeting. 
 
Green Waste Collections: 
TPC agreed to maintain a weekly collection (on Saturdays, time tbc) beginning 
April (weekend after Easter) until first week of December. 
Collection point will continue to be Hatfield Broad Oak Road opposite the Sports 
Field. 
TPC will pay £892.50 for the first year. 
 
Recreation Ground & Sports Field Report: 
The Clerk reported that nominations for the Recreation Ground & Sports field to 
the QE2 Fields in Trust scheme will go forward to protection as QE2 Fields. 
The Recreation Ground had received 87 votes of support, and the Sports Field 
108 votes. TPC thanked those in the community that supported this event. 
 
Takeley Street Traffic Calming Scheme -consultation results: 
TPC reviewed responses following the consultation via the December Newsletter 
& concluded that: 
1. 84 responses had been received. 71 live in Takeley Street & 13 in other parts 

of Takeley. 74 respondents voted in favour of the proposed measures. 
2. TPC agreed to continue to work with ECC Highways on the design & costing of 

the proposal. TPC aims to persuade ECC to include the scheme in the Capital 
Budget Programme for 2012/13. 

3. The Clerk will coordinate a meeting with ECC Highways representatives. 
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Bus shelters & crossing point Tesco‟s, B1256, Dunmow Road: 
Despite TPC raising this issue with Essex County Council on numerous 
occasions over a number of years, there is still no progress on bus shelters (east 
& west bound) and a safe crossing point on the Dunmow Road outside Tesco‘s. 
TPC agreed that this issue should be led by Dunmow Council. The Clerk will 
contact Dunmow Council to clarify their position and to coordinate co-operation 
with Dunmow, Takeley & Lt. Canfield in order to lobby ECC. 
 
Local Policing & Public Safety Issues: 
In December PCSO Joanne Trevail Phillips addressed the Council outlining the 
impact of current Police reforms. 
Members agreed that the community has confidence in the current local team 
These reforms will draw officers to the urban areas and rural communities will be 
forgotten. 
There is already a lack of officers in this area. Police regularly rely on back up 
from the Airport Police. 
Reducing front counter services and scrapping the mobile Police bus will impact 
on the public‘s opportunity to access the Police service, and yet community 
surgeries are also being threatened. 
The monthly Police surgery is key to maintaining community relations, sharing 
intelligence and providing a Police presence at appropriate times. The 
relationship we have is both efficient and cost effective. 
TPC agreed to write to MP‘s, UDC and the Govt Minister and to copy to Police 
members. 
 
FOOTPATHS IN TAKELEY 
In December Clr Trevor Allen outlined that Takeley footpaths are being neglected. They are a 
community asset which may be lost through non-maintenance and neglect. He drew attention 
to the need for some dedication and frequent visits. The paths require regular maintenance 
and way marking. 
The History Society is working on a footpath booklet, ‘Walks within our Parish’  
 

Chairman Richard Cheetham thanked Clr Trevor Allen & Bob Muddle for their work on 
footpaths over many years. It is now time to hand over the coordination role to someone else. 
A coordinator would organise footpath inspections, identify and document issues, and report to 
ECC PROW Team. 
 
DO YOU USE TAKELEY FOOTPATHS? - Please help us by contacting the Parish Council 
to let us know where you walk, the condition of the footpath, particular problems that 
need attention. 

 
For further information about Takeley Parish Council  

please contact the Clerk or visit the website: www.takeleypc.co.uk 
 

Jane Heskey, Takeley Parish Council,  
Station House, Sycamore Close, Takeley, Essex, CM22 6QA 

Phone: 020 8270 1149                    Email:Takeley.pc@ntlworld.com 
 

http://www.takeleypc.co.uk/


11 

TAKELEY STATION HOUSE 
Sycamore Close, Takeley, CM22 6QA 

 
Takeley Parish Council has worked tirelessly for many years to secure 
the future of the old railway station building which lay empty, falling into 
disrepair, and the subject of frequent vandalism. The Parish Council 
has long held the opinion that the building should be safeguarded as a 
community building. Renovations were eventually undertaken by 
Essex County Council who offered to share the building with the Parish 
Council. 
 
The Parish Council has recently secured tenure of the entire ground 
floor of the building and is now in a position to open up this 
extraordinary building for use by other groups/members of the 
community. This truly beautiful building, as a smaller venue, offers 
users a different type of facility (including use of a kitchen) in a central 
and easily accessible location. 
If you would like further details or wish to view the Station House 
please contact the Parish Council Clerk, Jane Heskey: 
Email: takeley.pc@ntlworld.com 
Or phone: 0208 270 1149 
 

HIRE CHARGES 
 

HIRE OF MEETING ROOM & USE OF KITCHEN 

ROOM 
Hourly Rate 

Mon-Sun 
9am-11pm 

Block 
booking 

(min. 
10wks) 

All day 
hire 

Mon - 
Sun 
9am-
11pm 

Community Groups & 
Residents 

 
£10 per hour £9 per hour £50 

External & Commercial 
Hire 

 
£15 per hour 

£13.50 per 
hour 

£100 

mailto:takeley.pc@ntlworld.com
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TAKELEY PARISH COUNCIL 
 

  MEETING SCHEDULE 2012 

Meetings start at 7.30pm & are held in the Station House, 

Sycamore Close, unless notified otherwise. 

 

MARCH 
7th 

APRIL 
4th 

AGM 
MAY 

9th     tbc 

JUNE 
13th 

JULY 
4th 

AUGUST 
1st 

SEPTEMBER 
5th 

OCTOBER 
3rd 

NOVEMBER 
7th 

DECEMBER 
5th 

 
 
 

ESSEX MOBILE LIBRARY 
TIMETABLE 
January - June 2012 

 
Location Stop Name Day Time Dates 

Arrive Leaves 

Takeley  Caravan Park Wed 11.40 12.20 Jan 4th, 18th              

Feb 1st, 15th, 29th 
Mar 14th,28th                     

 Apr 11th, 25th 
May 9th,23rd                  
June 6th,20th   

Takeley 
Street 

Coppice Close Wed 13.40 13.55 

      
Priors Green Community Hall Fri 09.45 10.15  Jan 6th, 20th                            

Feb 3rd ,17th  
Mar 2nd,16th,30th          

Apr 13th, 27th 
May 11th,25th               
June 8th,22nd    

Molehill 
Green 

Post Office 
Stores 

Fri 13.50 14.05 

Takeley Priors Wood Fri 14.40 15.35 
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LITTLE CANFIELD & TAKELEY PARISH 

COUNCILS  

LITTER PICK 
 

 
 

Saturday 10th March 2012 
 

Please help us rid our Parishes of unsightly litter. We 

are asking Takeley and Little Canfield residents to join 

us for a litter pick down Jacks Lane. Pickers and bags 

provided. Please wear wellingtons and gloves.   

 

Starting at 9.00am Priors Green Community Hall  

car park  

 

Please come along, do your bit for the community and 

make your neighbourhood a nicer place in which to live.  

 

If you cannot make that day and still want to help 

please contact Lesley Gillman 07768 103910 to make 

alternative arrangements.  
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www.takeleyforum.com 
 
We have launched a brand new website for Takeley 
and the surrounding areas to help keep in touch in 
our local community. 
 
So, have you got something to say? 
 
Have you got something to sell? 
 
Are you looking for somewhere to go? 
 
Do you want to promote your local club, event or 
business? 
 
For all things local please visit 

www.takeleyforum.com and join in the debate, be 
part of the community and share your news and 
views. 
 
The forum is the brand new website for Takeley and 
our surrounding areas to keep in touch in our local 
community. 
 

www.takeleyforum.com 
 
 

 

http://www.takeleyforum.com/
http://www.takeleyforum.com/
http://www.takeleyforum.com/
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Buffy Bus  
 

 

 

 

 

during term time calls 
Tuesday                   Thursday 

  11.30am-12.30pm       1.45pm-3.00pm  

        Takeley                  Little Canfield 

   Station House             Warwick Road 

  Sycamore Close              Priors Green 

Buffy Bus costs £2.50 per family, per visit,  

please talk to our staff if this causes difficulties 

Phone: 01799 522130   Email: info@buffybus.co.uk 

Website: www.buffybus.co.uk 

http://www.buffybus.co.uk/
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Uttlesford District Council 

 

Responsible Dog  Ownership: What Does It Mean? 
There are many things to consider as a dog owner: you have a 
responsibility to your dog and the community around you. You must 
make sure your dog is well behaved and does not cause a nuisance 
to other people. 
 

THE LAW AND YOUR DOG 
The law requires all dogs in a public place to 
wear a collar and identification tag, to 
include the owners address and telephone 
number. A micro-chip is a bonus, as it is a 
permanent way of identifying your dog, but 
it’s the collar and tag that is all important. 
It is also a legal requirement for dog owners 
to ALWAYS ‘pick up’ after their dog if it fouls 
any footpath, park or public place. Dog waste should be bagged and 
binned, either in the red dog waste bins or (preferably) taken home 
and disposed of in the black lidded bin. 
FREE dog bags can be obtained from either UDC offices in Saffron 
Walden, Dunmow Library, or the Tourist Information Office Thaxted. 

 
TRAINING 
Ensure that your dog is trained and can be controlled when you are 
out. This is very important as not everyone is a dog lover and an 
uncontrolled dog could be a danger. Always keep your dog on a lead 
when near livestock and respect the Countryside Code. 
 

HEALTH RISKS 
Toxocariasis is the human infection caused by the ingestion of 
mature Toxocara eggs and is very rare, dog owners can help prevent 
any infection by removing any fouling and disposing of it properly. 
Children should be reminded to wash their hands after stroking pets 
and before eating, especially if they have been playing outside. 
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Toxocara is a common roundworm found in dogs and cats, which is 
easily and cheaply treated by regular worming. We would 
recommend worming at least three times a year. 
 

NOISE 
Don’t allow your dog to be a nuisance to people living around you by 
making unnecessary noise. Almost all dogs will bark, but constant 
noise should be avoided. Anyone who has an ongoing problem can 
contact the Animal Warden for advice. 
 

STRAY DOGS 
The Local Authority has a statutory duty to collect stray dogs once 
they are contained. We are unable to come out after ‘running’ dogs. 
If you find a stray dog and you are unable to find the owner, please 
call the Animal Warden (Monday to Friday 8.30am to 4pm). Once 
collected the dog is taken for safe keeping and if not claimed within 
seven days they can be re-homed. 
Dogs claimed by their owners within the seven days will be charged 
a reclaim fee and kennel fees, so it is in your best interest to claim 
your dog as quickly as possible. 

 

ANIMAL WELFARE ACT 2006 
All dog owners have a duty of care under the above act and the 
needs of the animal are taken to include: 
1.     A suitable environment 
2.     A suitable diet 
3.     Being able to exhibit normal behaviour 
4.     Being housed with or apart from other animals 
5.     Being protected from pain, suffering, injury or disease. 
 

INSURANCE 
Consider taking out Third Party insurance for your dog, so that you 
are covered in the event of damage or other incidents. 
 

Anyone requiring further information should contact 
SUE KNIGHT, ANIMAL WARDEN on 01799 510594 
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SWITCHOVER IS COMING AND HELP IS AT HAND 

 

The Takeley Area can receive TV signals from either Sudbury or 
Crystal Palace transmitters. In July last year the Sudbury 
transmitter switched off its analogue signal and April this year is 
the turn of Crystal Palace. For those who dealt with the change to 
digital television last year, the switch of Crystal Palace has no 
effect but those still receiving an analogue signal will now need to 
take action.  
 

For older and disabled viewers who may find making the switch 
difficult, the Switchover Help Scheme is at hand to provide practical 
help and assistance to turn one TV set to digital.  
 
Most people will be asked to pay £40 towards the standard option 
which includes easy to use equipment, an approved installer, aerial 
upgrade if needed and a 12 month aftercare service, including a free 
helpline.  However the service is also free for people who are eligible 
and who also receive pension credit income support, income-based 
jobseeker's allowance or income-related employment and support 
allowance. 
 
We can help you convert your TV to digital if you: 

- Are aged 75 or over, or  
- Have lived in a care home for six months or more, or 
- Get (or could get) 

o  Disability Living Allowance (DLA), or  
o Attendance or Constant Attendance Allowance, or 
o  Mobility Supplement, or  

- Are registered blind or partially sighted 
 
Run by the BBC through an agreement with the Government, the Help 
Scheme has been designed around the needs of older and disabled 
people. Equipment has been chosen to be easy to use, and contact 
centre, delivery staff and installers have all been trained to understand 
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and respect older and disabled people. All installers are vetted, carry 
identification and will never call without having made an appointment. 
 
Eligible people in our local area should have received a letter to 
explain the switchover programme, and the people must respond to 
get help. All you need to do is respond to our letter by sending back a 
completed reply form or call the Help Scheme free. Many of the eligible 
people will be fortunate to have relatives, friends or neighbours to 
assist them with their response. However, some are not so fortunate, 
and the concern is that these people are amongst those least likely to 
understand the process. 
 
To ensure that they do not get omitted, a community support 
programme has been established to reach these people. The support 
team consists of volunteers, each covering a number of villages in their 
locality, and these volunteers will get the message across to the 
eligible people by engaging with organisations and services most likely 
to interface with them - Parish Councils, GP‘s, Pharmacists, Libraries, 
Day Centres and Community Transport. 
 
If you feel that you know of people that are most in need and who may 
not be aware of the switch over or where to go to get help, then please 
contact: 
Alan Stoyell – designated support volunteer for Takeley. 
Telephone: 01279 816452            Email: alan.stoyell@vaessex.org.uk 
 
For further information on the Switchover Help Scheme visit 
helpscheme.co.uk or call 0800 40 85 900. Textphone users can call 
0800 40 85 936. 
 
 

IMPORTANT 
NEW CONTACT NUMBER 

 

TAKECARE 
Volunteers from Takeley providing transport for 

the elderly, disabled and infirm in the parish. 
 

Please phone between 9am - 5.30pm 
giving a minimum of 24 hrs notice 

 

CONTACT:07949 932237 

 

http://www.helpscheme.co.uk/
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BUS STOP(S) & CROSSING POINT 

TESCO’S, DUNMOW ROAD (B1256) 

 

Takeley Parish Council is urging Essex County Council to provide bus 
stops (east & west bound) and a safe crossing point on the B1256 at 
Tesco‘s, Dunmow Road. 
 
To reinforce the request The County Council requires evidence of 
support from the local community. If you are a bus passenger and 
have first hand experience of the difficulties  
At this site please email or write to: 
 
Laura Chalkley, Team Manager 
Passenger Transport - Highways 
Essex County Council 
E3, County Hall, Market Road 
Chelmsford. CM1 1QH 
 

Email: laura.chalkley@essex.gov.uk 

mailto:laura.chalkley@essex.gov.uk
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PARISH COUNCIL ELECTIONS –  
MAY 2012 

 

In May 2012 elections will be held to fill 13 posts on the Parish 
Council. 
The size of the Parish Council is increasing (+ 2 members) to reflect 
the increasing population of Takeley parish. 
 

What do councillors do?  
Councillors have three main functions:  
1. Decision making - Through meetings and attending committees 
with other elected members, councillors decide which activities to 
support, where money should be spent, what services should be 
delivered and what policies should be implemented.  
2. Monitoring - Councillors make sure that their decisions lead to 
efficient and effective services by keeping an eye on how well things 
are working.  
3.  Getting  involved   locally  -  this may include community groups, 
maintaining/improving recreational facilities, planning matters, 
highways, footpaths, local policing, influencing national and local 
policy. 
      

How much time does it take up?  
Quite often councillors say that their duties occupy them for about 
three hours a week. Obviously there are some councillors who spend 
more time than this - and some less, but in the main, being a parish 
councillor is an enjoyable and rewarding way of contributing to your 
community; helping to make it a better place to live and work. 
 

Councillors are generally elected every four years.  
 

You have to be:  
    •  A  British  subject, or  a  citizen  of  the  Commonwealth  or  the  
European Union; and  
    • On the ―relevant date‖ (i.e. the day on which you are nominated or 

if there is a poll the day of the election) 18 years of age or over;  
    • Have during the whole of the 12 months preceding that day 

occupied as owner or tenant any land or other premises in the 
council area; or  

    • Have during that same period had your principal or only place of 
work in the council area; or  
    • During that 12 month period resided in the council area.  
 



23 

In the case of a sitting member of a parish or community council you 
can also satisfy the criteria to be elected if you have lived in the council 
area or within 3 miles of it for the whole of the 12 months preceding the 
―relevant day‖.  
 

You cannot stand for election if you:  
    • Are subject of a bankruptcy restriction order or interim order.  
    •  Have, within five years  before the day of the election, been 

convicted  in the United Kingdom of any offence   and   have had  a  
sentence of imprisonment  (whether  suspended  or  not) for  a  
period  of  over  three months without the option of a fine.  

    • You work for the council (but you can work for other local 
authorities, including the principal authorities that represent the 
same area). 

 

If you are interested in joining the Parish Council please contact the 
Parish Council Clerk - Jane Heskey or further information: Email: 

takeley.pc@ntlworld.com or Write to: Takeley Parish Council, 

Station House, Sycamore Close, Takeley, Essex CM22 6QA 
 
 

Garden Waste Collections 

The Parish Council has secured continuation of the 
weekly garden waste skip collection. 
Due to Easter falling on the first weekend in April, the 
service will start from the weekend following that, which 
is from Saturday, 14 April. Due to the delay in start date 
the service will continue to include the first weekend in 
December. This will provide a service for 34 weeks as 
per the original proposal. 

 
 The service runs from  

14
th

 April to 1
st

 December 2012. 
 

Takeley Sports Field Saturday 11.30am to 12.30pm 
 
The Parish Council will pay the cost of providing this service for 34 
weeks in 2012 at a cost of £892.50.  

mailto:takeley.pc@ntlworld.com
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IMPORTANT INFORMATION FOR 

RESIDENTS 

Changes made to polling arrangements in Takeley 

 
Uttlesford District Council has reviewed and changed polling 
arrangements in Takeley as described in more detail in the following 
fact sheet.  The new arrangements will come into effect in 2012, and 
will first be used at the parish council elections on 3 May. 
 

In 2010 and 2011 the Council reviewed the parish boundary 
between Little Canfield and Takeley at the new residential 
development located at Priors Green.  The Priors Green 
development is divided between the two parishes along the historic 
boundary line.  The purpose of the review was to investigate whether it 
would be possible to change the parish boundary in such a way that it 
would better reflect the interests and identities of the people living at 
Priors Green and in the immediately surrounding area. 
 

In the event it did not prove possible to find a solution that had the 
support of the majority of residents.  The Council decided to leave the 
boundary unchanged so that parts of the Priors Green development 
would continue to be located in both Little Canfield and Takeley 
parishes. 
 

However, the review did result in agreement to change the number of 
parish councillors to be elected in both Little Canfield and Takeley.  
This was to reflect the increased number of electors in both parishes 
brought about primarily by the growth of Priors Green.   
 

As a result of the review the election of parish councillors in both Little 
Canfield and Takeley was delayed by one year and the election will 
now take place on 3 May 2012 when the new arrangements 
described below will come into effect. 
 

Following the conclusion of the parish boundary review a further review 
of polling arrangements was carried out.  This concluded that a 
combination of forecast electorate growth and a consequent shift in the 
patterns of occupation in Takeley justifies the creation of a new 
polling district of Takeley Priors Green using the Priors Green 
Community Centre at Bennet Canfield as the new polling venue.   
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To achieve a satisfactory polling district boundary and to provide 
convenient facilities for electors living in Takeley, the new polling 
district will include some surrounding areas such as Bambers Green, 
Smiths Green and Jacks Lane.   
 

The new polling facility will serve the following roads and streets: 
 

Bambers Green (that part not in the existing Mole Hill Green polling 
district); Barnard Close; Bennet Canfield; Broadfield Road; Buckland 
Mews; Burgattes Road (part in Takeley parish only); Cawbeck Road; 
Champneys Way; Chapmans Close; Colemans Close; Dunmow Road 
(part in Takeley parish east of Smiths Green only); Farmer Close; 
Fleming Road; Garden Drive; Garrett Road; Gaynsford Place; Gilders 
Road; Goodwins Close; Hampton Road; Hubberd Road; Jacks Lane; 
Loveden Way; Marshalls Way; Mountford Close; Newman Road; 
Parker Way; Ramsey Drive; Roding Drive; Saffron Way; Smiths Green; 
Speller Way; The Croft; Warish Hall Road; and Wintershutt Road 
 
Registered electors in the remainder of Takeley parish not included in 
Mole Hill Green polling district will continue to vote at the Silver 
Jubilee Hall in Brewers End. 
 

It is important to emphasise that there remains scope for possible 
confusion in two respects.  First, because the parish boundary has not 
been altered, electors will continue to vote in the parish in which they 
are actually located.  Therefore, electors in Little Canfield, including 
those who are resident at Priors Green, must continue to vote at Little 
Canfield Village Hall opposite Mill Court on Stortford Road. 
 

Second, the postal address of all properties located on the new 
development at Priors Green, unlike many of the surrounding 
properties, will continue to be Little Canfield (CM6) rather than Takeley 
(CM22), regardless of the parish in which they are located.  Postal 
addresses were allocated to the properties by Royal Mail to match the 
relevant sorting and delivery areas and have no bearing on the parish 
of origin or polling location allocated to each property. 
 

For further information about the polling review or about any of the new 
polling arrangements in Takeley, please contact Peter Snow, or 
anyone else in the electoral office, on 01799 510430/1/2 or at 
elections@uttlesford.gov.uk.  

 
 

mailto:elections@uttlesford.gov.uk
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TAKELEY PRIMARY SCHOOL 
“Learning and Achieving Together” 

 

As usual, Christmas was an extremely busy period in School 

with much to enjoy.  Our infant children once again presented a 

delightful nativity, ‘Hosanna Rock’, with many fine performances and some 

lovely singing, thanks to the staff for all their hard work.  Mrs Dann,  

Mrs Ross and their team once again cooked and served a wonderful 

Christmas dinner of turkey, fresh vegetables and all the trimmings. There 

was also the trip to the Civic Theatre in Chelmsford to see the pantomime 

‘Sleeping Beauty’, tickets funded by our PFA. We ended the term with our 

Carol Concert, a lovely occasion always brilliantly supported by our parents.  
 

However Christmas is a time for giving and thinking 

of others therefore we were pleased to send off 

gifts packed in shoeboxes to the troops in 

Afghanistan to help make their Christmas just that 

little bit more special.  Our children and staff also worked hard to raise 

money for our Christmas present to the children in the care of the charity 

Barnardos.  We were very pleased to present £620 to a representative from 

Barnardos so well done to all.  
 

If you haven’t been to the Prior’s Green estate recently and seen our new 

building, do take a look. The new school is progressing rapidly and is really 

starting to take shape.  The developers are on schedule and are confident 

that they will be handing the building over at the end of June as per our 

contract.  Hopefully the recent winter weather will not have affected their 

progress.   
 

We are very excited and really looking forward to our new School and all the 

new opportunities that it will provide for us.  In the meantime we are 

starting to sort out our resources and equipment in preparation for our move 

and meeting with removal companies etc.  Once we take possession of the 

building we are hoping to start holding some of our end of summer term 

events there, including an open afternoon where all parents and members of 

the village can come and see us in our new building. More details nearer the 

time. The new School is due to open in September 2012. 
 

Mandy Line 

Headteacher 
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Takeley Beat Surgery 
   

Your local Officer will be available at The Station House, 
Sycamore Close from 10am-12pm on Wednesdays on the below 
dates for you air any issues or concerns you may have or just for a 
chat.  
We look forward to seeing you! 
 
 

28
th

 March  25
th

 April  2
nd

 May 
 

27
th

 June  4
th

 July  1
st

 August 
 
 
Contact your local officers: 

PC Brad Healey e-mail:1712@essex.pnn.police.uk 

PCSO Joanna Trevail-Phillips e-mail:73377@essex.pnn.police.uk 

Telephone: 

Non-emergency- 101 
NPT mobile- 07779316979 
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TAKELEY CHRISTMAS FAYRE 
 
A rather belated  thanks to all who contributed to yet another 
successful Christmas Fayre, and to all those who came along 
and supported us.  It was lovely to see so many familiar faces 
and so many new ones too.  Thankfully the weather was kind 
to us again.   We had a good selection of stalls: many of our 
stallholders are regulars who enjoy the atmosphere generated 
at our event and so look forward to their day in Takeley.    
Many of them also look forward to their breakfast, courtesy of  
H.E.A.L.,a local cancer charity.  Our village organisations  
reportedly did  well,  always  a bonus in  fundraising .   As this 
is a non-profit making organisation, after all our expenses were 
settled we were delighted be able  to make our usual donation 
to the Scouts,  who allow us the use of their Headquarters.   
The balance remaining has been set aside to cover printing 
costs etc. for this year‘s Fayre, which will be held on 
SATURDAY NOVEMBER  24

th
. 

With best wishes to all for 2012 
From the Christmas Fayre Organising Team.    
 

 

Variety Show in 2013 
 

Are you interested in being involved with putting on a Fun 
Variety Show (possibly in March 2013) to raise money for our 
local Churches in Little Canfield and Takeley? 
 
We need performers, stage hands, front of house etc. If you 
are interested there will be a meeting to discuss future plans 
on Tuesday 1st May 2012, 2pm at Takeley Community Centre. 
 
If you cannot attend but are still interested please ring 
Eileen 01279 870591 Jan 01279 871015 Joyce 01279 871671 
for more information. 
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  SPARKLERS 
 

The ―Sparklers‖ group is for pre-school children, their parents, and 
carers. It is an informal meeting in Takeley Community Centre, South 
Road, with a short time of Christian worship, craft activities, toys, and 
refreshments.  
 
There will always be a warm welcome for other children if they would 
like to come and join us. 
Sparklers meet on a Monday, but not the first Monday in 
the month and not bank holidays. 
 
Each meeting starts at 10am and finishes at 11.30am. 
 
 
 

ANNUAL ASSEMBLY OF THE  

PARISH OF TAKELEY  

 

SILVER JUBILEE HALL 
 

WEDNESDAY APRIL 18th 2012 
7.30pm 

 
AGENDA 

 

 CHAIRMAN’S WELCOME 

 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

 SUMMARY OF THE LAST ANNUAL ASSEMBLY 

 MATTERS ARISING  

 CHAIRMANS REPORT 

 REPORTS FROM LOCAL DISTRICT & COUNTY COUNCILLORS 

 REPORTS FROM LOCAL ORGANISATIONS 

 OPEN FORUM 
 

All residents are invited to attend the meeting.



30 

 “STRICTLY” FOR YOU 
 

 
 

BALLROOM AND LATIN DANCE CLASSES 

BY JOHN AND LINDA WEST 

 

EVERY FRIDAY 
 

AT GREAT DUNMOW PRIMARY SCHOOL,  
WALNUT WALK, WOODLANDS PARK DRIVE,  

GREAT DUNMOW CM6 1ZR 
 

BEGINNERS 7.30-8.15pm 
INTERMEDIATE 7.30-8.15pm    

(in separate halls) 
PRACTICE SESSION FOR ALL 8.15-9.00pm 

ADVANCED 9.00-9.45pm 
Free tea/coffee/biscuits 

£8 per person for one class and practice session 
 

Contact Tel: John(m) 07880 605105 Linda(m) 07709 947671 

email: info@simply-the-west.co.uk  

www.simply-the-west.co.uk 

mailto:info@simply-the-west.co.uk
http://www.simply-the-west.co.uk/
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Tallen’s Country 

Notes 

Here I am writing my Country Notes 

for the spring edition of the Parish 

Newsletter with winter still knocking 

on the window. Several inches of 

frozen snow still cover the garden and 

blackbirds are begging at the back 

door. I have already given them their 

breakfast consisting of dog meat with 

bread and currants which I mix together in the food processor. It is the only 

time I use that particular appliance! This turns the ingredients into a 

nourishing mess which has to be scooped out with a spoon and thrown onto 

the snow-covered grass. I can assure you that, once the blackbirds and 

starlings along with other birds who are sitting in the surrounding trees see me 

shut the back door, they come swooping down and within fifteen minutes 

there isn’t much left. I then cut up three to four apples into wedges and toss 

that out as well.  

When I managed to do some shopping a couple of days ago what was on the 

list? Sunflower seeds, three tins of cheap dog food, a loaf of bread and for me 

two tins of tomato soup!!  

When spring does arrive it will suddenly creep up on you. The bare branches 

will take on a different hue from black to reddish and green tints as the buds 

start to form. Snowdrops will force their delicate heads through the cold soil 

and as spring really arrives it will be accompanied with warm spring sunshine. 

This entices the first winged insects, who have hibernated throughout the 

winter, to venture out and to flutter their 

brightly-coloured wings. The luminous 

yellow brimstone and multi-coloured 

peacock butterflies, which show what 

looks like a big eye on each wing, will be 

some of the first to stretch their wings. 

Ladybirds will also be emerging from 

those cracks and crannies that have been 

their winter sleeping quarters. 

 It isn’t just the cold winter weather that 

all these species have to worry about, for 

they have been coping with winters for generations as have all our wildlife.  
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The danger now is loss of habitat, overuse of insecticides and now foreign 

intrusion.  

It is worrying that our native ladybirds are under attack 

from a continental cousin, namely the Harlequin 

ladybird. The native British ladybirds (from the most 

common two and seven spotted to the almost black 

thirteen spotted ladybird) are quite small. This foreign 

intruder is easily identifiable for it has multiple black 

spots, is twice the size of the home grown species and is 

very aggressive. Worst of all, it eats our smaller variety! 

If you see one of these intruders the advice from the 

experts is to destroy it!  

I am looking forward to the arrival of my summer 

visitors, namely the four pair of house martins that have their holiday homes 

under the eaves of my house. If you remember, one of the nests fell down due 

to the dry easterly wind that dominated the start of spring last year. The nest 

was never replaced so I hope that when they return, which should be at the 

end of March/beginning of April, the first task of its inhabitant is to rebuild 

the nest. They will, of course, have had planning permission!  
 

Tallen 
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Takeley Local History Society  

Unlocking the Past 

http://tlhs.org.uk                  chairman@tlhs.org.uk 

 
 

Priors Green or Takeley Park? 
A couple of years ago one of our members came across a rare document 
which took us all by surprise. We believe we know the history of an area 
quite well then along comes 
something which shows just how 
little we really know and how 
much there is still to find out. 
What turned up in this instance 
was a map showing proposed 
development of an area in quite 
fine detail. The area that it 
shows is the site that has just 
been developed in the last few 
years as Priors Green. Before 
development most of this site 
had been fields and woodland 
for as far back as anyone alive today could remember. It was, therefore, a 
great surprise to find a map showing the area split into hundreds of 
separate plots for sale dated 1904!  This sale was to have been a big event. 
Special trains were to run from Liverpool Street to Takeley Station each 

sale day (to be announced 
in national newspapers) 
with luncheon provided in 
the auction marquee. The 
development was to be 
called Takeley Park Estate. 
If this had gone ahead it 
would have been a very 
different development 
compared to the current 
Prior‘s Green. The typical 
housing plots (or villas, as 
they were described on the 
map) were 16ft wide by 

150ft long (that‘s over 5m by 50m to anyone younger than me). Shops 
would have lined the main road. Why it didn‘t go ahead is a mystery. 
Presumably too few people were interested in buying the plots to justify 
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properly developing the roads. Some houses were built in this area around 
the 1920s/1930s but they did not follow the layout of the long, narrow plots.  
However, the legacy of this plan is that several of the roads now in place 
appear on it.  In maps from 1898 there are no roads shown, only footpaths, 
but by 1923 the outlines of the roads are there as shown on the sale map. 
The names Warwick Road, Hamilton Road and Thornton Road all come 
from this plan.  
 

 
 
If the houses had been built then they would have been very similar to the 
fine pair of 1905 houses pictured above. 
 
As far as we know this is the only surviving copy of the map and, as is often 
the case with large, old, folded maps, it has become somewhat frail over 
the years and picked up more than its fair share of sticky tape. However, we 
have managed to scan it so that it can be studied on computer screen and 
the owner has kindly agreed that it should be freely available to all so 
anyone interested can download a copy from our website . 
http://tlhs.org.uk/takeleypark.htm 
 
Our next meeting will be held at 7.30pm on Tuesday 1st May at Takeley 
Primary School, the speaker will be John Sly and the subject, ‗Why Collect 
Medals?‘ This will look at the importance of medals in researching family 
history. 
 
Steve Hazon, Chairman, Takeley Local History Society 

http://tlhs.org.uk/takeleypark.htm
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 Articles from the past, by Pat Salmon  
 

 
Report in the Herts & Essex Observer - Saturday 10th February 1900. 
 
UNSPORTSMANLIKE.     Considerable indignation has been aroused in hunting 
circles of an incident which occurred at Takeley a few days ago, when a party of 
London "Sportsmen" are alleged to have deliberately shot a fine fox in cold 
blood. It is said their explanation is that it was done by mistake. 

 
Report in the Herts & Essex Observer - Saturday 31st March 1900. 
 
THE ESSEX STAG HOUNDS. -met at Warish Hall, Takeley, on Saturday by 
invitation of Mr George Pettitt, there was a good field but very poor sport. The 
stag was unearthed in one of the farm meadows, and followed the road all the 
way to Bishops' Stortford, where it was taken after a disappointing run, in the 
"Fox" brewery yard. A second deer was unearthed at Hallingbury, and afforded 
little better sport. 

 
Report in the Herts & Essex Observer - Saturday 28th April 1900. 
 
GAME TRESPASS.  James Stock, age 17, labourer of Takeley, was summoned 
for trespassing after game there, upon Mr J Frankham's land on 8th April, and did 
not appear. William G Saggs, gamekeeper to the prosecutor, proved the case, 
and a fine of 10s with 11s costs was imposed. 
Mr Frankham took no part in the case. 

 
Report in the Herts & Essex Observer - Saturday 19th May 1900. 
 
LOCAL DIFFERENCES OVER SMITH'S GREEN.   The Takeley Parish Council 
held a meeting on Monday, to consider an application from Colonel James for 
permission to turf over, and set up posts and chains upon a small piece of 
ground, in front of his house "The Limes". The ground in question abuts upon a 
corner of Smith's-Green where three roads meet, and the object of the 
application appeared to be to protect private property from damage.  The 
members present were Messrs G Pettitt (in the chair). J Byford, W Baynes, H 
Dorman and W Lambert. -- After consideration, it was resolved that, while 
offering no objection to turfing over the ground indicated in the application, the 
Council could not afford permission for posts and chains to be erected. A good 
deal of ill-feeling has been aroused over the matter and there have been certain 
acts of hostility against Colonel James. 

 
Report in the Herts & Essex Observer - Saturday 8th September 1900. 
 
SUDDEN DEATH.    A farm labourer named William Easter, employed by G 
Pettitt, was returning home from work on Tuesday evening, and when outside his 
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house at Smith's-Green, he fell down and expired almost at once, he had been 
suffering from heart disease. The deceased was a single man 28 years of age. 
 
William Easter was buried at Takeley on the 9th September 1900. Age given as 
27.He was Baptised at Takeley on the 23rd February 1873  Son of Charles and 
Ann Easter.     

 
Report in the Herts & Essex Observer - Saturday 15th April 1911. 
 
ACCIDENT TO A HAYCARTER    On Saturday afternoon an accident happened 
outside the 'Four Ashes Inn' . A motor was proceeding from Dunmow towards 
Bishop's Stortford, and was passing the 'Four Ashes' , which stands against four 
crossroads, when George Parish, a haycarter employed by Mr Charles 
Dorrington, ran across the road. Parish's horse and haycart were outside, and 
the horse started off. He hastened to catch it without noticing the motor car, 
which accidentally knocked him down, breaking both his legs. The car was 
proceeding slowly at the time. Mr H.M.Phelan, landlord of the 'Four Ashes' , 
removed Parish to the 'Eden Hospital' at Hatfield Broad Oak, where Dr Chalk 
certified that he was suffering from a fractured left shin and a fractured right leg 
near the ankle.  

 
Report in the Herts & Essex Observer - Saturday 22nd April 1911. 
 
ACCIDENT AT THE STATION.  A farm labourer named Joseph Rayner, of 
Bambers Green, has been admitted to 'Eden Cottage Hospital' at Hatfield Broad 
Oak suffering from cuts on the head and concussion of the brain, caused by 
falling off a truck in the goods yard at Takeley Station. Rayner, who is employed 
by Mr Frankham, of Little Canfield Hall, was putting a sheet over a truck of farm 
produce, when a gust of wind caught the sheet, and he was blown backwards 
from the top of the truck. 

 
Report in the Herts & Essex Observer - Saturday 29th April 1911. 
 
BALLOON DESCENT.  Excitement prevailed at Takeley, as a balloon 
descended in Mrs Bailey's fields. The pilot was Captain Maitland, of the Essex 
Regiment, and there were two other passengers. They had ascended at 
Alexandra Palace. The aeronauts were entertained by Major Skeet. 

 
Report in the Herts & Essex Observer - Saturday 12th August 1911. 
 
FLAGSTAFFS. -have been erected in the School Playgrounds at Brewers End 
and at Mole Hill Green. At Brewers End the Union Jack was hoisted for the first 
time on Friday. All the children were assembled in the playground to witness the 
ceremony, to salute the flag, and to sing "God save the King". The cost of the 
staffs and flags has been defrayed out of the Coronation Fund, A small balance 
is to be expended upon the poor of the parish. 
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From the Village Recorder 
 

One place name for Takeley that I have not written about is Bambers 
Green. I recently had some information from the former Archivist at New 
College in Oxford where the Warish Hall manorial documents are kept. Mrs. 
Caroline Dalton had taken over the investigation into the ownership of 
Jacks Lane from me as her Latin is much superior to mine. 
 

Now that this work is finished Mrs. Dalton has very kindly sent me the 
material, and I will eventually place it in the Essex Record Office when I 
have extracted all the relevant information. Her work formed the basis of an 
investigation into the history of the Benbury family who gave their name to 
Bambers Green.  
 

It had originally been assumed that the family came to Takeley when New 
College appointed one of them as Steward of Warish Hall after the sale by 
St Valery Priory in Picardy to William of Wykeham, Bishop of Winchester. 
However I have now found that the name occurs in local documents before 
this period so it seems that there were Benburys owning land in Takeley as 
far back as 1309. The Register of Tilty Abbey gives ― John Hokkele de 
Takeley, late John Banbury, rent 2s 6d.‖ 
 

I am using the form Benbury, but there are many versions of the name such 
as Banbury/Benbury/Bennebury/Bambury/Bembrose/Bambrose, which 
eventually give us the modern Bambers Green. Although it is not possible 
to say precisely which lands they held it is clear that the family were centred 
around Cobbs Lane and modern Bambers Green. A rather indistinct map 
from the reign of Philip and Mary [1554-1558] shows their home as being 
situated on the western side of the entrance to Cobbs lane. There is 
certainly the remains of a moat here. 
 

I think, but have no concrete evidence to prove this, that a Benbury married 
one of the daughters of Geoffrey de Sheering who gave his name to 
Sheering Hall. In 1421 it was recorded that William Bennebury and the 
Warden of New College, John Bouke received the Manor of Sheering from 
John and Elizabeth Hokkely for £132. 
 

By 1445, William Bennbury is described as the ―receiver‖ for New College 
and the description of ―Banbuys‖ or ―Sheering‖ tends to become 
interchangeable. The early 18th century historian William Holman states that 
the family held the lands called Tipswayns, and we know that there was a 
family of that name in north east Takeley. He also says that a William 
Benbury was accused of felony and treason by Edward IV in 1473. The 
suggestion is that he was executed for treason after the Battle of St. Albans 
at the end of the Wars of the Roses because he had supported  Henry VI. 
I have now proved that this was not true. Although he was called a 
―gentilman‖ he was not of sufficient importance for Edward to make an 
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example of him, and it was much more profitable to the King to fine him 
heavily. I have no evidence for this, but it was standard practise as money 
was of more use to the monarch than a dead body.  In 1474 William was 
officially pardoned. A document of 1486 says that after the battle he had 
―Fledde out of this londe‖.  
 

Eventually the family were back in control of their manor, and by 1514 
Nicholas Bennbury was making a marriage contract with Agnes Beston of 
Earls Colne to marry one of her daughters. The wording suggests that he 
did not mind which of the daughters he would marry, and we know that his 
eventual wife was Joan Beston. By 1527 he had sold the manor and was 
living in Earls Colne, although there were Bennburys still holding some land 
here as late as 1613. 
 

Why some names stay in common usage and others disappear is difficult to 
assess and there are several examples of names that go back beyond 
records such as Le Knells and Bassingbourne. To revert to a favourite 
complaint and hobby horse of mine it seems sad that modern developers 
do not make use of these fascinating old names but prefer the bland 
examples such as ―Tulip Close‖  
 

Nia Watkiss  

 
 

TAKELEY FARMERS‟ MARKET 

(first Saturday of every month) 
 

“Local food for local people” 
We have had a very successful few months since 
taking over the reins of the Takeley Farmers 
Market with all of our regular stalls plus new to the 
market… Joseph Barnes Wines and Cassie with her millinery. 
 
The three most important reasons for visiting a Farmers Market are 
..SUPPORTING LOCAL PRODUCE, GOOD QUALITY and BUYING DIRECT from 
the producers, so if you prefer your food to have come from just around the 
corner with goodness and flavour with nothing added then Takeley`s Farmers 
Market is the place for you , we look forward to seeing you at our next 
market……………… Saturday the 3rd of March 
To reserve a table at the next market contact: 
 Pat     01279870578    paul@pburnett1.orangehome.co.uk 
 

mailto:paul@pburnett1.orangehome.co.uk
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ST JOHN‟S CHURCH, BUSH END 
 

*QUIZ NIGHT* 
Saturday 24th March 2012 

 

7.30p.m. at the Silver Jubilee Hall, Takeley 
Tickets: £7.00 (including supper) 

 

Telephone to book table 
01279 871533/870281 

 
8 persons per table 

 
Raffle                               Licensed Bar 

 

 

Elsenham Tennis Club 
 

Quiz Night 
 

Saturday 21st  April 2012 
at the Bowls Club in Elsenham 

always a good time with food and raffle. 
7.30 - 8.00 

Contact Petra 01279 814667  
or mail@elsenhamtennisclub.co.uk. to book 

 
 

MOLEHILL GREEN CRICKET CLUB 100TH 
ANNIVERSARY QUIZ NIGHT 

 

Molehill Green Cricket Club reach a significant landmark this year, founded in 
1912, this is their centenary season.  A number of special events and fixtures are 
planned to celebrate this achievement including a cricket week from July 18th 
including a prestigious fixture against the MCC and concluding on July 22nd with 
a local derby against Takeley CC.  
 
A fund raising Quiz Night is being held on Saturday 31st March, from 7:30pm at 
the Takeley Silver Jubilee Hall. Teams of up to eight are welcome; tickets are 
£10 per person and include a fish and chip supper. We are grateful to Roger & 
Phyllis Clark who will host the quiz.   
 
To enter a team, or for further details please contact either  
Sarah Enright -07769 273290 or Gareth Davies - 07710 848260. 

mailto:mail@elsenhamtennisclub.co.uk
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Takeley Cricket Club 
Feb 2012 

 
 
 

 

Despite there being snow on the ground when this piece was written, 
the new playing season is just 3 months away (first league fixtures are 
on Saturday 5

th
 May). Our website has been updated with all fixtures 

for the 2012 season and is a good place to keep up with all news, 
results and events that we are holding. Visit www.takeleycc.co.uk and 
take a look. 
 
We will be busy before the season arrives with 2 key fundraisers 
scheduled to be held in the Village Hall. 
 
On Saturday March 3

rd
 we will be holding a Race Night. These are 

great fun evenings, and we will be running 8 races and providing a 
running buffet on the night.  
 
On Saturday 14

th
 April, we will be running our usual spring quiz night, 

your chance to get the brain cells working and to heckle the quiz 
master. We will also provide ploughman‘s style food and will be holding 
a raffle. 
 
To book tables or request further information on these events, please 
contact Malcolm Brown on 01279 871055. Details are also available on 
the website. 
 
Finally, with new people moving into the village all the time this is the 
perfect time to contact us to enquire about playing. This year we will be 
running two Saturday league teams, one Sunday friendly team and an 
U15 side. 
 
Any youngsters interested should contact Tim Connolly (U15 manager) 
on 01279 870138. Anyone else keen to play, no matter what standard, 
can contact either our Chairman Mike Phillips on 01279 870134 or 
Captain Chris Thake on 01279 757549.  
 
Malcolm Brown 
01279 871055 

http://www.takeleycc.co.uk/
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Northern Irish comedian Frank 
Carson sadly passed away 
recently.  
 

Here are some of the jokes that 
we will remember him by. 
 
 

"I rang British Telecom. I said, 'I want to 
report a nuisance caller.' He said: 'Not 
you again.'" 
 

"I don't think my wife likes me very 
much. When I had a heart attack she 
wrote for an ambulance." 
 

I take these iron tablets. They‘re b****y awful, every morning I wake up facing 
North. 
 

"A fella walks into a pet shop and says 'Give me a wasp.' The shopkeeper 
replies 'We don't sell wasps.' He says 'There's one in the window.'" 
 

"A guy goes into B&Q and says 'I'd like some nails please.' 'How long would you 
like them?' 'I want to keep them.'" 
 

"I was stopping in a nice hotel in Bolton. I said to the woman, 'there's a fly 
swimming in my soup'. She said 'there's too much soup, it should be 
paddling.' 
 

I said: ‗The dinner‘s nice but that Alsatian dog hasn‘t stopped barking.‘ She said: 
‗No wonder — you‘re eating off his plate.‘  
 

I was in a restaurant in the Far East and ordered the octopus, the waiter 
said it would take four hours, why's that I asked? It keeps turning the gas 
off he says. 
 

 Have you heard about the man who reversed into a car boot sale and sold the 
engine? 
 

My Father fought in World War I and single-handedly destroyed the 
Germans‟ lines of communication. He ate their pigeon. 
 

―Private Carson, I didn't see you in camouflage class today.‖  
―Thank you very much sir.‖ 
 

A fella said to the doctor: „What‟s the good news?‟ He says: „You‟ve got 24 
hours to live.‟ „What‟s the bad news?‟ And the doc says: „We should have 
told you yesterday.‟ 
 

I already have my headstone arranged. It will read ‗Frank Carson, Rest In 
Peace‘. And then beneath will be inscribed: ‗Quiet, Isn‘t It?‘ 
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Hatfield Forest Highlights 
It‘s been like a beautiful Christmas card 
at the Forest this February, however it 
created a very slippery car park and 
entrance road so we hope people were 
able to come and enjoy the picturesque 
setting and have fun in the snow!! We 
have got a couple of resident snow men 
which have been really nice to see. It is 
also lovely to see woodpeckers starting 
to peck and orchids coming up around 
the Forest: if you spot interesting wildlife please let one of the wardens know so 
we can update the Conservation in Action board (CIA).  
 

If anyone has taken pictures of snowy scenes within the Forest please like us on 
Facebook https://www.facebook.com/HatfieldForestNationalTrust and post them 
onto our page. 
 

We have also recently recruited 18 new volunteers within all departments at the 
Forest, this is really positive as our work couldn‘t be done without the valuable 
work our volunteers do. If anyone is interested in volunteering Hannah still has 
vacancies within the Shell House team within the week and at weekends and 
within the Lake Area at weekends. Please call Hannah on 01279 870678 and 
register your interest - we look forward to hearing from you. 
 

Plans for the June Jubilee have started! If anyone has any cushions or picnic 
blankets they are getting rid of or that they would like to donate please drop them 
in at the Estate Office. More information about June coming soon!! 
 

We would also like to inform all readers of a change of times within the car parks 
on the Forest: The Main Entrance gate will be open March 11th every day from 
9:00 at the weekends and 10:00 on the weekdays.  
 

This year there will be lots of new interpretation on offer at the Forest to help you 
explore and discover what makes this place so special.  With funding from Essex 
Environment Trust and the Big Society, we are redesigning the Discovery Room 
to make it a fun place for families to learn.  There will be lots of hands-on 
activities for children and we are hoping to build an observation bee hive.  We've 
been working with St Elizabeth's College who are designing some interpretation 
to go along the new boardwalk through Elgin's Coppice.  The boardwalk and an 
area of grass restoration (coming soon!) have been funded by Biffaward.  Our 
final interpretation project is designed for those of you who enjoy using 
technology.  We have been awarded funding from Viridor and Heritage Lottery 
Fund to develop phone apps, GPS enabled handsets, QR codes and a CD.  
 

Gates open in March and we look forward to welcoming visitors and members 
old and new to the Forest. 
 

Hannah Morrice, Visitor Experience Team Leader 

https://www.facebook.com/HatfieldForestNationalTrust
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Book Review by Elaine Wyld 
 

 
Before I Go To Sleep  

by 
S J Watson 

 

Christine has lost her long term memory.  Every morning she wakes up with 
no knowledge of the previous day.  Her husband Ben is an exemplary carer 
but can Christine‘s doubts about the man she married all that time ago be 
substantiated? 
 

Every morning Christine looks in the mirror and does not recognise herself.  
Her hands have aged and so has her face. For a 25 year old girl she looks 
more like a 50 year old woman. Christine Lucas married Ben in 1985 when 
she was 22 years old but had a very bad accident when she was 29.  Now 
she is suffering from amnesia caused by the trauma.  After years of 
consulting different doctors, psychiatrists and psychologists, Christine has 
still not responded to any treatment.   When she is contacted by Dr Nash he 
persuades her to try a new technique he has developed to revive her 
memory. 
 

Every day Christine consults the wipe-clean board in the kitchen to read the 
daily instructions left by Ben e.g.  ―pack for weekend away‖, ―clean the 
windows today‖. 
She stumbles through her house trying to recognise her possessions, 
clothes, shoes, ornaments and pictures always feeling as though she is 
intruding into someone else‘s life and personal effects. 
 

Hidden away in a shoebox in her bedroom Christine records each day in 
her Journal but awkward questions arise in her mind – why does she want 
to keep the Diary secret from Ben? Why has she written – ―don‘t trust Ben!‖. 
 

As the sessions with Dr Nash continue Christine experiences flashbacks to 
a former life and as the jigsaw pieces of her past click into place her present 
circumstances don‘t seem to confirm to her past memories. 
 

Piecing her life together her history unfolds with some strange, unexpected 
and chilling revelations and the consequence of the Journal will endanger 
her life. 
 

This novel is a gripping psychological thriller and compelling read - hard to 
put down! 
        
ISBN 978-0-857-52081-4 
 

Doubleday                            £12.99  
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About the Takeley Parish Council Newsletter 
 
The Newsletter was started up again in the autumn of 1998 (after an interval of 
some 10-15 years) as a result of opinion expressed in the Village Appraisal.  It is 
designed to provide a free community magazine for Takeley Parish.  It is 
intended that the Newsletter should reflect all aspects of Parish life and should 
provide an opportunity for community matters to be raised and discussed. 
 

The Newsletter team currently comprises a Contributing Editor (Paul Regeli), a 
compositor (Steve Hazon) and a distribution and advertising coordinator (Jane 
Heskey) but no official reporters.  An interest magazine, therefore, depends on 
articles, news and advertisements coming from people in the village and nearby 
which can be sent to: 
 

Jane Heskey, Clerk of the Council, Takeley Parish Council, 
Station House, Sycamore Close, Takeley, CM22 6QA  
Tel. 0208 270 1149 
 

or email to    newsletter@takeleypc.co.uk 
 

The closing date for submission of material is the 15th of 
November, February, May and August for the respective quarterly 
issues.   
 

It is not always possible to publish everything submitted and sometimes changes 
have to be made to the length of a contribution.  Non-controversial articles 
cannot always be published immediately but they will appear later unless the 
contributor is told otherwise.  Contributions of up to, say, 400 words, have a 
greater chance of being published in full than longer ones. 
 

The name of the person (and in what capacity if appropriate) submitting the 
material must accompany the contribution.  If you do not want your name 
published you must make that clear.  However, articles without the author‘s name 
are only likely to be published if they are non-controversial.  Ultimately the 
responsibility for publication rests with the Parish Council, which has veto powers 
as to content. 
 

Advertising rates per issue (quarterly) are listed below.  Payment and details 
must be supplied to the Newsletter by the closing dates listed above although we 
do prefer annual payment in advance to reduce administration. 
 

1. Full Page (i.e. one half A4 sheet size), £25.00 Photo or disc ready 
2. Half Page, £15.00 Photo or disc ready 
3. Quarter Page, £10.00 
4. One Eighth Page or less, £7.00 
(10% discount for pre-booking all four issues in a year)  
 

All cheques should be made out to Takeley Parish Council and 
sent to Jane Heskey. 

mailto:newsletter@takeleypc.co.uk
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